Fourteenth Australasian Personal Construct Conference

October 1-3, 2010

University of Wollongong, Wollongong, NSW 2522

The biennial conference of the Australasian group will be held in building 67, University of Wollongong. The conference is aimed at both practitioners and researchers, both psychologists and other disciplines to which the theory and methods of Personal Construct Theory have been applied. The conference proper will be over two days (2nd-3rd), but will be preceded by a workshop that will be conducted by Larry Leitner from Miami University, Oxford, Ohio, USA

KEYNOTE ADDRESS:- 

Whence evil?: An experiential constructivist understanding.

By Larry Leitner
PRESENTATIONS: The presentations will have as a focus personal construct theory and/or methodology. A variety of formats for presentations will be accepted. Posters sessions, research in progress, symposia and full papers are invited. Slots for papers will be 30 mins duration. Workshops will be allocated longer, but please note contents for a workshop should be interactive and skills-oriented. Presentations will be refereed.

For further information see this website (currently under construction), which will include registration details as well as information concerning accommodation options, transport etc. 

http://www.pcp-net.org/aus/conferences.html

PLEASE NOTE THAT THIS CONFERENCE IS DURING THE VACATION AND THE NSW LONG WEEKEND SO EARLY BOOKINGS OF TRANSPORT AND ACCOMMODATION ARE ADVISABLE.

CALL FOR ABSTRACTS: Abstracts close on Friday, 30th July.  These should be sent to Peter Caputi – pcaputi@uow.edu.au Length of abstract 250 words maximum for papers, 350 words for workshop proposals.

REGISTRATION: due August 31st.

COSTS: Workshop on Friday 1st October $220, students (not in receipt of full time                                  income) $150

Conference on 2-3rd October $230 full rego, students (not in receipt of full time income) $150

Costings include morning and afternoon teas, plus sandwich lunch.

The conference dinner will be held on the Saturday evening (2nd), venue and cost to be announced.

ACCOMMODATION: there are a variety of hotels and motels in Wollongong, most of which link to the free shuttle bus. If you do not have a car those close to North beach, the harbour or in town are preferable.  Registrants should make their own arrangements.  The website will contain information that will assist you in making your choice and booking.

GETTING TO WOLLONGONG AND THE UNIVERSITY: Wollongong is about 90 minutes drive from the centre of Sydney.  There is a regular (at least hourly) train service from Central (South Coast Line). The university on Northfields Avenue can be reached from a variety of points in Wollongong via the shuttle and other bus connections. The closest train station is North Wollongong (15 min walk to campus).

ABOUT THE WORKSHOP:
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2008
Healing through relationship:

Personal connection, transformations, and severe disturbance

L. M. Leitner, Ph.D.

Miami University, Oxford, Ohio, USA


This workshop will explore, through didactic instruction and experiential exercises, the use of the therapy relationship as an instrument for helping more seriously disturbed persons grow beyond their dis-ease. We first will consider the interconnected nature of reality and then tie this interconnectedness to the here-and-now, I-and-thou, relationship between therapist and client. In so doing, we will learn ways that the therapist’s experience in the relationship is intimately connected to the client’s relational struggles. At the same time, we will explore ways that the client’s experience can help correct therapist mistakes and keep the therapy on track. 


By the end of the workshop, participants should have a greater understanding of the interconnected, interpersonal nature of psychological symptoms. In addition, they also should have a greater appreciation of ways they can use their own experience to foster client growth, as well as the ways the client will validate or invalidate interventions based upon that experience.  Finally, participants also should have an increased understanding of how their experiences in relationship with more severely disturbed persons reveal unique aspects of the client’s relational and experiential struggles. 

About the presenter: 

He is currently a Professor, Department of Psychology, Miami University, Ohio and has extensive clinical experience, especially with more seriously disturbed clients. Larry has a Ph.D. in Clinical Psychology from the University of Nebraska. He is widely respected both within constructivist and humanistic psychology circles, leading him to label his approach as Experiential Personal Construct psychotherapy.  The value of this has been recognised in his recent awards:-

George A. Kelly Award (outstanding contribution to constructivist scholarship), Constructivist Psychology Network, July, 2008.

Rollo May Award (Independent and Outstanding Pursuit of New Frontiers in Humanistic Psychology), Awarded at the American Psychological Association Convention, August, 2009

(Previous recipients of the Rollo May award include Thomas Szasz.)

His communication and teaching abilities have also received recent recognition:

Distinguished Teaching Award for Excellence in Graduate Instruction and Mentorship, Miami University, August, 2008.

Larry has an extensive publication record, including four books:-

Faidley, A. J., & Leitner, L. M.  (1993).  Assessing experience in psychotherapy:: Personal construct alternatives, Westport, CT:  Praeger.  

Leitner, L. M. & Thomas, J. C. (Eds.) (2009). Personal constructivism: Theory and applications. New York: Pace University Press.

Leitner, L. M. & Dunnett, N. G. M.  (Eds.) (1993). Critical issues in personal construct psychotherapy.  Melbourne, FL:  Krieger.

Landfield, A. W., & Leitner, L. M.  (Eds.) (1980).  Personal construct psychology:  Psychotherapy and personality.  New York:  Wiley Interscience.
Recent papers include:

Leitner, L. M. (2010). The integral universe, experiential personal construct psychology, transpersonal reverence, and transpersonal responsibility. In J. R. Raskin, S. R. Bridges, & R. A. Neimeyer (Eds.), Studies in meaning: Exploring constructivist psychology (Volume 4). New York: Pace University Press.

Leitner, L. M. & Lonoff, J. R. (in press). Constructivist psychotherapy.  In W.E. Craighead & C. B. Nemeroff (Eds.), Concise Corsini Encyclopedia of Psychology & Behavioral Sciences.  New York: Wiley.
Leitner, L. M. (2009). Doing(?) experiential personal construct psychotherapy. In L. M. Leitner & J. C. Thomas (Eds.), Personal constructivism: Theory and applications (pp. 193-214). New York: Pace University Press.

Adame, A. L. & Leitner, L. M. (in press). Dialogical constructivism: A relational existential approach to psychotherapy. Journal of Humanistic Psychology.

Adame, A. L., Leitner, L. M., & Knudson, R. M. (in press). A poetic 

epiphany: Explorations of aesthetic forms of representation. Qualitative Research in Psychology.  
Adame, A. L. & Leitner, L. M.  (2009). Reverence and recovery: Experiential personal construct psychotherapy and transpersonal reverence. Journal of Constructivist Psychology, 22, 253-267.
Leitner, L. M. & Faidley, A. J. (2008). Embodiment in experiential personal construct psychotherapy: Theoretical and technical concerns. In J. R. Raskin & S. R. Bridges (Eds.), Studies in meaning: Exploring constructivist psychology (Volume 3) (pp. 107-126). New York: Pace University Press.

Leitner, L. M. & Lonoff, J. R. (in press). Constructivist psychotherapy.  In W.E. Craighead & C. B. Nemeroff (Eds.), Concise Corsini Encyclopedia of Psychology & Behavioral Sciences.  New York: Wiley.















